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Alternative to fluorescein
Researchers using fluorescein-labeled
bioconjugates now have an
exceptional alternative — Alexa 488
dye-labeled conjugates. Proteins
labeled with Alexa 488 dye exhibit
brighter fluorescence and are more
resistant to photobleaching than those
labeled with fluorescein. In addition,
Alexa 488 conjugates produce a
fluorescence emission that is pH
independent over a wider range.
Molecular Probes has incorporated the
Alexa 488 fluorophore into secondary
detection reagents, phalloidins, lectins
and several other products to provide
tools for a variety of applications.
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DNA synthesis reagents
Beckman Coulter, Inc. has introduced
bulk packaging formats for DNA
synthesis reagents to meet the needs
of oligo production facilities. Both
derivitized bulk CPG and
Phosphoramidites can now be
packaged in large volumes of one-gram
increments to meet customer
manufacturing requirements. In
addition, Beckman Coulter will
provide liquid reagents in bottles
fitting most high-throughput DNA
synthesis instruments. The company is
a leading provider of instruments and
complementary products that simplify
and automate laboratory processes.
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In Brief
Positive isolation of any mouse cell
A new kit from Dynal allows the positive
isolation of any mouse cell by magnetic
separation. Isolated cells are pure, viable,
show normal function and are bead free so
can be used in any downstream application
including flow cytometry, culture and
proliferation studies. The new kit is the
CELLectionTM Biotin Binder Kit. The kit
combines proven Dynabead® technology
with a universal detachment method and it
contains CELLectionTM Dynabeads and a
releasing buffer. It is designed for use with a
biotinylated antibody against mouse cells.
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Bio-imaging analyzer
Stamford, CT — the Science Systems
Group of Fuji Medical Systems USA, Inc. has
introduced the latest in their popular series of
Bio-Imaging Analyzer Systems (BAS). The
Fujifilm BAS-1800 takes up less space in
the laboratory, yet the new system maintains
the same level of quantitative accuracy,
resolution and linearity of data for which
Fuijfilm is known. The BAS-1800
incorporates the powerful combination of
Fujifilm accuracy and finely resolvable
scanning with the sensitivity of Fujifilm
Imaging Plates.
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Manual injector system
Turner Designs now offers a Manual
Injector System (P/N 2020-935) for
injecting reagents directly into the TD-20/20
Luminometer sample chamber. The system
is easy to install; it simply screws into the
sample lid. It is an ideal alternative to
autoinjectors when there are insufficient
funds for an autoinjector system, limited
reagents, or low injection volumes needed
(less than 50 µl). This system operates in
conjunction with the Hamilton CR700
Series Constant Rate Injection Syringe.
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Cell disruption
Constant Systems provides full contained
cell disruption with the B Series cell
disrupter. This disrupter processes
bacterial, fungal, mammalian, plant and algal
cells with flow rates from 44 ml/min to
1.1 L/min. As well as general disruption and
release of subcellular particles, uses include
the release of intracellular particles such as
nucleic acids and proteins. Features include
push button start, visual display of the
disruption monitoring system, guaranteed
reproducible results, built-in cooling facility,
selective breakage, scale up and external
controls for CIP and SIP.
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The new Labsystems Assist benchtop
microplate handling device helps
today’s laboratories meet the
increasing demands for greater
microplate handling capacity. Flexible
and upgradable, Assist is a perfect
match for high throughput
environments. Assist individually
moves microplates from an input rack
to the plate carrier on the instrument.
Once the operation is complete, Assist
retrieves the plate from the
instrument and places it into an
output rack. This process is repeated,
allowing complete walk-away
confidence. The basic Assist is
capable of sequentially loading up to
20 96-well plates or 27 Labsystems
CliniplateTM 384. With added
capacity, a total of 80 96-well plates or
108 Labsystems CliniplateTM 384 can
be handled. Preventing contamination
and evaporation, Assist can also
handle plates with lids — removing
the lid prior to operation and replacing
it upon completion. Removable racks
of 20 plates allow easy plate
transportation. Both landscape and
portrait configuration can be selected.
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Increased microplate handling capacity
